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Sections of a Paper 

A conference paper has a clear structure.  

The introduction section begins with a 

paragraph introducing the research and its 

relevance to the community. Subsequently, the 

state-of-the-art is given. A “However” passage 

comments on what the world is still missing, has 

never done and hence is still waiting for. Finally, 

a “In this paper” paragraph concisely outlines 

how these issues have been addressed and what 

this paper is about. 

The paper then continues with a section on 

the operation principle, the methods, the 

experiments, the simulations, etc.. Add sections 

with headings as needed. 

The work and results are summarised with the 

conclusions. This is also the place for a potential 

outlook.  

The paper ends with the acknowledgements 

and references. 

Formatting of Paragraphs and Styles 

Sections should not be numbered unless 

absolutely necessary. There are several stylistic 

options pre-defined in this template for you to 

use. Please stay within the paper formatting 

guidelines and use the styles provided by this 

template. The pre-defined options are discussed 

in the following sections. 

Paper Length 

The length of the full paper should not exceed 

3 pages. Up to one, additional, fourth page can 

be used for references. 

References and Footnotes 

References may use a fourth page. This 

additional page is for references only. Footnotes, 

should appear as footnotes, and should not be 

included within the references section. 

Citing prior work 

References appear in the text using square 

brackets like [1], [1-3] or [1,4] following the Optica 

citation standard. This saves some space, which 

can come in handy on a 3-page paper. 

If multiple papers are cited such as here [1-3] 

then they are sorted in the order as they were 

published. The oldest paper is cited first. 

Indent 

The first paragraph of a section is without indent 

(Style: Standard). 

The second and all further paragraphs should 

have an indent (Style: Indented Standard). 

Enumerations 

Should you decide for enumerations, here are 

examples for lists: 

• A bullet list including things like this, 

• or this, 

• or even this. 

Of course, you can use an enumeration instead 

1. like this, 

2. or this, 

3. or even this. 

Figures 

All fonts used within figures (axes labels, 

descriptions, etc.) must appear at least at 7 pt in 

the final figure size. The resolution of the 

figures must be high enough to be easily 

legible when printed. The paper must be able to 

be printed clearly on standard black-and-

white printers. 

You may use either single-column figures like 

Fig. 1 or double-column figures like Fig. 2. 

Subfigures may be used and should by labelled 

 
Fig. 1: A typical figure caption. 
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(a), (b), … and referred to in the main text. Please 

leave sufficient space between figures and text. 

We recommend the placement of figures on 

either the top or the bottom of a page to save 

space. In any case, the figure caption should 

appear beneath the figure in 8 pt font. 

Tables 

Like figures, tables can be single-column, such 

as Tab. 1, or double-column, such as Tab. 2. You 

are free to format the tables to best fit your needs, 

but suggest sticking as much as possible to the 

template. Please leave sufficient space between 

tables and text. 

Equations 

A typical equation should look like this: 

BER =
1

√2π
∫ exp (−

𝑥2

2
) d𝑥

∞

𝑄

 (1) 

When mentioned in the core of the text, all 

variables should appear as they appear in the 

equations. In Eq. (1), we derive the relationship 

between BER and 𝑄. 

Please adhere to the general rules for 

formatting equations as defined by the DIN 

and the IEEE norms [5]. Here, we summarise 

some important formatting rules for equations: 

• Variables, vectors, matrices, physical 

constants and self-defined functions should 

be italic. 

• Numbers, labels, abbreviations, units, 

mathematical constants, operators and 

standard functions should be roman. 

• Values and units should be separated by a 

space, e.g., “10 km” and not “10km”. 

Filling the Template 

This section only contains random text to fill up 

the Template. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 

tincidunt ut lao reet dolore magna aliquam erat 

volutpat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 

hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie 

consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 

facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dig 

nissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril delenit 

aug ue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 

Ut wisi enim, Ad Minim Veniam Lorem ipsum, 

Dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 

diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 

dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim 

ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 

ullamcorper susci pit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea 

commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure 

dolor in hendrerit in vulpu tate velit esse molestie 

consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 

facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto Lorem 

ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, 

 
Fig. 2: A typical figure caption with a short text that tells the story “top down”. It shows the skyline of the city of Basel. ECOC 

logo can also be seen. From left to right one can see (a) the market hall, (b) the ….. . 
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sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut lao 

reet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 

tincidunt ut lao reet dolore magna aliquam erat 

volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 

nostrud exerci tation ulla mcor per suscipit 

lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 

Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hend rerit in 

vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel il lum 

dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et ac 

cumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit 

praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore 

te feugait nul la facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit 

amet, consec te tu er adipiscing elit, sed diam 

nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 

dolore magna aliquam erat volut pat. Ut wisi enim 

ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exer ci tation 

ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea 

commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure 

dolor in hend rerit in vulputate velit esse molestie 

consequat, vel il lum dolore eu feugiat nulla 

facilisis at vero eros et ac cumsan et iusto odio 

dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 

delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nul la facilisi. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consec te tu er 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 

tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 

volut pat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 

nostrud exer ci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis 

nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing e lit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 

tincidunt ut lao reet dolore magna aliquam erat 

volutpat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 

hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo lestie 

consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla faci 

lisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignis 

sim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril delenit 

augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi., lit, sed 

diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut lao reet 

dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Duis autem 

vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 

feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 

iusto odio dignis sim qui blandit praesent 

luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 

nulla facilisi. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 

tincidunt ut lao reet dolore magna aliquam erat 

volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 

nostrud exerci tation ulla mcor per suscipit 

lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea com modo 

consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 

hend rerit in vulputate velit esse molestie 

consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 

facilisis at vero eros et ac cumsan et iusto odio 

dignissim qui blandit praesent. vel illum dolore eu 

feugiat nul la facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 

iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum 

zzril delenit au gue duis dolore te facilisi. 

Ut wisi enim, Ad Minim Veniam Lorem ipsum, 

Dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 

diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 

dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim 

ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 

ullamcorper susci pit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea 

commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure 

dolor in hendrerit in vulpu tate velit esse molestie 

consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 

facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto Lorem 

ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, 

sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut lao 

reet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 

tincidunt ut lao reet dolore magna aliquam erat 

volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis 

nostrud exerci tation ulla mcor per suscipit 

lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 

Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hend rerit in 

vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel il lum 

dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et ac 

cumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blandit 

praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore 

te feugait nul la facilisi. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 

adipiscing e lit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod 

tincidunt ut lao reet dolore magna aliquam erat 

volutpat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 

hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo lestie 

consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla faci 

lisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto odio dignis 

sim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril delenit 

augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi., lit, sed 

diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut lao reet 

dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Duis autem 

vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 

feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 

iusto odio dignis sim qui blandit praesent 

luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 

nulla facilisi. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 

hendrerit in vulputate velit esse molestie 

consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 

facilisis at vero eros. 

Conclusions 

Good luck with your submission! 
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